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Walkerton Hydroelectric Generating Station
• Early 20th century hydroelectric generating station.
• An important relict industrial landscape.
• Not previously studied or surveyed.
• Not on any archaeological register or other form of
heritage designation list.
• Concrete structures on the site are deteriorating.
• Presentation will provide a brief history of the site
and argue for the site’s protection.

Dept of National Defence map 1946
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Physical and land-use context
• Power station completed in 1911.

Site of power house

• Visible features of potential heritage value on the
site include a dam across the river, a headrace
canal, and foundations of the original power house.
Wetland

• Glacial land formation

Headrace canal

• River riparian corridor
• Site is managed forest

Saugeen Valley CA
site area

Dam

Wetland

Forest track map - Saugeen Valley Conservation Authority, 2015
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Historical and social context
• 1870s - Development of
hydroelectric power in
Europe and North America.
• 1900 – by turn of the
century the emerging
technology spreading
across the world.
• 1906 - world’s first publiclyowned electric utility the
Hydro-Electric Power
Commission of Ontario.
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Electric generating and transmission systems. HEPC map 1919

Historical and social context
• 1847 - Bruce County opened for settlement.
• 1851 - Town of Walkerton founded
• 1852-53 – wooden dam built across the Saugeen,
soon followed by a saw-mill and grist mill, both
powered by water.
• 1870s – Walkerton mills had a small private
electricity station. Station purchased in 1882 by two
local businessmen.

Walkerton Planing and Saw Mill, c1873
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Hydroelectric power in Walkerton, Ontario
• 1908-11 – property purchased south of Walkerton
and construction begins on new dam.

Photographs: “Scene at the New Dam”, August 1911
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Hydroelectric power in Walkerton, Ontario
• 1912 – Power station
completed and begins
operation, the largest rural
generating station in the
region.
• Reinforced concrete dam,
220m long by 3m high,
including reservoir;
• Headrace canal with head
gates, 0.6km long by 14m
wide,
• Brick powerhouse with 2
turbines running 2
generators, with tailrace
discharging back into river
One of the 2 generators, c1912
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Photograph: “The Powerhouse” c1912

Hydroelectric power in Walkerton, Ontario
• 1928 - Station sold to American holding and utility
company.
• c1930 - Station sold to the Hydro-Electric Power
Commission of Ontario. By then the plant was the
most financially successful electricity generating
plant in the network.
• 1960 - Station falling into disuse after post-war
expansion of much larger hydroelectric generating
stations.
• 1963 - Station decommissioned, stoplogs from
dam’s flume removed, canal headgate blocked up,
and power house demolished leaving only the
foundations.
• 1963 - entire site including the dam sold for $1,000
to the Saugeen Valley Conservation Authority.
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London Free Press newspaper article June 1963

Current conditions
• Currently the dam, headrace canal and other historic
features are suffering from ‘demolition by neglect’.

Dam, deteriorating 1911 and 1929 concrete
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Headrace canal, landscape overgrown, headgate and tailrace blocked up

Cultural heritage value
• Walkerton hydroelectric power station site is a
cultural-industrial landscape worthy of protection for
its cultural heritage value.
• A designed landscape, with unique features
including the dam and headrace canal;
• An evolved relic landscape, where the industrial
and socio-economic activities of generating
hydroelectric power have come to an end; and
• An associative cultural landscape, where the
landscape is important due to the powerful
associations the site has with natural elements and
with the development of hydroelectric power
generation in Ontario.
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SatellitesPro image 2020

Further research needed
1. Physical and archaeological investigations to record
the site’s designed features;
2. Condition surveys to assess the degree of surviving
historic integrity, particularly the extent to which
man-made features have deteriorated;
3. Ecological/ fauna surveys to show how the site has
evolved, particularly how natural vegetation has
reclaimed the site;
4. The development of hydroelectric power in Ontario
and at the site;
5. Historic and contemporary social and cultural
associations between the hydro-dam, the Saugeen
River and the region.
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